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on our own, just as Republicans have
called for.

Let me say that again so all my Re-
publican colleagues can hear it, and
the American people can hear it loud
and clear: Tomorrow’s vote is simply a
cloture vote. Tomorrow’s vote is not a
vote to raise the debt ceiling; it is,
rather, a procedural step to let Demo-
crats raise the debt ceiling on our own.

We are telling Republicans: We are
not asking you to vote for it; just let
us vote for it. And that is what you
called for. That is what Leader McCoON-
NELL has called for on countless occa-
sions from July on.

As recently as yesterday, the Repub-
lican leader pointed to episodes in 2004
and 2006, while the majority raised the
debt ceiling, while the minority voted
against it. As happened then, the mi-
nority party can just get out of the
way and let the majority supply the
votes.

Tomorrow’s vote, then, is a chance
for Republican Senators to show that
they don’t have to link arm-in-arm
with those extreme Members of their
conference running for President. They
have a chance to show that they are
still responsible. It is not too late, but
it is getting dangerously close.

As I said yesterday, this Chamber
must send President Biden legislation
to raise the debt ceiling before the end
of the week. We do not have the luxury
of using a drawn-out, convoluted, and
risky process. We can resolve the debt
ceiling crisis this week and reassure
the world that the full faith and credit
of the United States will never be in
question.

Democrats are going to do the re-
sponsible thing tomorrow and vote yes
to prevent a default.

There is still time—still time—for
Republicans to get out of the way and
allow this bill to pass with a simple
majority vote. If Republicans want to
vote no tomorrow, if they really want
to be the party of default, that is their
choice.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. President, now on voting rights,
despite all we must do in the coming
weeks, Senate Democrats remain
strongly committed to advancing legis-
lation in this Chamber to protect the
most precious right in our democracy:
the right to vote.

Later today, my friend the Senator
from Vermont, Senator LEAHY, will in-
troduce the new John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act. I am a co-
sponsor, and it is my intention in the
coming weeks for the Senate to hold a
vote on this bill.

As a complement of the Freedom to
Vote Act, Senator LEAHY’s bill restores
some of the most critical safeguards of
the original Voting Rights Act gutted
by the Supreme Court’s conservative
majority in 2013.

Perhaps, most importantly, this pro-
posal would reinstate the so-called
“‘crown jewel”’ of the civil rights move-
ment: the VRA’s preclearance coverage
formula, retailored for the 21st cen-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tury. It would also adopt new provi-
sions to address the next generation of
suppressive voting already sprouting in
States, unfortunately, across the coun-
try.

Critically, this new bill also responds
to the Court’s troubling ruling in the
Brnovich case of earlier this year, a de-
cision which further weakened the
VRA’s protections against State prac-
tices that hinder minorities seeking to
vote.

I will have more to say on this later,
but, for now, I want to thank my col-
league from Vermont for his diligence
and leadership in our fight to protect
our democracy.

The Senate must act soon if we are
to successfully defeat the anti-democ-
racy forces of the far right. And we
will; we will do just that.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

DEBT CEILING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
while the American people are battling
inflation at its worst since 2008, Wash-
ington Democrats are behind closed
doors, writing another reckless taxing-
and-spending spree that would have the
government borrow trillions upon tril-
lions more. While our economy still
struggles to fully recover from last
year’s COVID lockdowns, President
Biden wants to slap Americans with
the biggest tax hike in half a century.

You know, it is really remarkable to
watch senior, established leaders in the
Democratic Party take their marching
orders from the radical left. We are
hearing claims and arguments that are
absurd on their face as top Democrats
try to wrestle with the positions they
have literally been forced into.

Yesterday, for example, President
Biden’s Twitter account made the fol-
lowing two claims in the space of two
sentences. First, the ‘“‘Build Back Bet-
ter Agenda costs zero dollars.” And
then in the next sentence: ‘“We’re going
to pay for it by ensuring those at the
top and big corporations pay their fair
share.”

How amazing, Mr. President. It’s the
first time in human history something
can be totally free, yet, nevertheless,
needs to be paid for. The Democrats’
socialist logic has become so advanced,
they have transcended mathematics
itself.

Of course, the truth is that the
Democrats’ massive tax hikes would
not only hit the wealthy. It never
works that way. There is no way to set
up the kind of massive, never-ending
new entitlements the Democrats want
without coming hard—hard—after the
middle class.

Oh, and, sure enough, nonpartisan ex-
perts have already confirmed the
Democrats’ reckless taxing-and-spend-
ing spree would hit the middle class
and shatter President Biden’s promise
of no new taxes for anybody earning
less than $400,000 a year.

But as my colleague, the junior Sen-
ator from South Carolina, has put it,
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as much as the reckless cost of their
wish list would hurt Americans, the
reckless content of the legislation may
be even worse. Just look at what
Democrats want to do to American
families’ healthcare and prescription
medicines.

Last month, a new report from the
Medicare trustees confirmed that the
trust fund for Medicare Part A is on
track to reach insolvency in just 5
years—b years from now. More than 54
million American seniors rely on Medi-
care, and the promises we have already
made are getting more and more ex-
pensive to keep.

Last year, for example, for the first
time ever, the amount the Federal
Government spent on Medicare alone
exceeded everything that we spent on
our national defense.

With Medicare 5 years from real fis-
cal problems, the last thing we need
right now are politicians stretching the
program even thinner, but that is ex-
actly what Democrats are doing behind
closed doors at this very moment.

Their reckless taxing-and-spending
spree would heap hundreds of billions
of dollars in new expenses and obliga-
tions onto the already troubled Medi-
care trust funds; hundreds of billions of
dollars in new obligations for untested
new programs, for big new pools of peo-
ple, all using the care seniors count on
as the Democrats’ piggyback, with the
program already on unsure footing.

Even some of our colleagues on the
Democratic side are calling this cra-
ziness what it is. As one of our col-
leagues said recently, we have to
“‘stabiliz[e] what we have, before we
start going down this expensive [road]”’
or else it would be ‘‘fiscal insanity.”

But that isn’t the only damage the
Democrats’ bill would inflict on our
health system. At the same time, they
want to impose socialist price controls
on the prescription medicines that
Americans need. This is another exam-
ple of magical thinking: If we just pass
a law saying something ought to be
cheaper, it will be cheaper.

But here in the real world, arbitrary
price-setting on prescription drugs
would cut down the private sector’s in-
centive to keep innovating. Expert re-
search shows Americans and the whole
world would be left with fewer new
drugs, fewer new treatments, and fewer
new cures.

Mr. President, this isn’t an abstract
thing. This is a human cost. In the
world Democrats want to create, some
Americans would get sick and some
would die who would have lived if new
treatments had come into existence in-
stead of being squashed—squashed—by
bad policy.

One University of Chicago academic
and past leader of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers has calculated that
over one decade, House Democrats’ pre-
scription price controls could rob our
Nation of 15 to 20 times as many collec-
tive years of life as the entire COVID
pandemic has stolen so far.

Let me say that again. This expert
believes that the Democratic war on
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